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“Valor is stability, not of legs and arms, but of courage and the soul.”  
Michel de Montaigne 

 
The origins of November 11th began as a way to commemorate the armistice that brought 
an end to World War I.  The name “Armistice Day” eventually evolved into 
“Remembrance Day” as a means to recognize those who also served and perished in 
World War II.  As the years past and our nation found itself in additional wars and 
conflicts, November 11th became simply known as “Veterans Day”.  As a school 
community, we took time on this national holiday to honor our military veterans and 
their selfless commitment to ensure the liberties of peace and freedom. 
 
These principles were celebrated with a prayer service and recognition ceremony that 
proceeded our Wednesday morning school mass. This special event invited our 
students, faculty, parents, grandparents, parishioners and friends to campus on this 
blessed day.  Upon arrival, guests found the sidewalk area of our church distinctly 
marked with hundreds of American Flags.  What’s more, as our guests arrived at the 
west side entrance of our church, the columns on the building revealed the representing 
flag from each of the five branches of our armed forces. As well, the gathering space in 
front of these columns proudly displayed the banner “God Bless Our Veterans”. These 
adornments offered an inviting welcome and our heartfelt recognition to the 30 United 
States veterans who attended this special event. 
 
As a fitting link to the celebration of servant leadership for good that our service men 
and women represent, this unique event was led by our very own campus leaders – the 
SFdS Student Council officers.  As always, this virtuous group of young people presented 
themselves as true ambassadors to our community in a manner similar to the veterans 
that they were honoring on this blessed day. Near the end of our ceremony, our student 
leaders presented each Veteran with a treasure chest of “thank you cards”, as well as 
American flag pin in the shape of the cross that was placed on their lapel. It was quite 
touching to see how moved the Veterans were to receive these simple, yet powerful 
mementos from a grateful group of young people. 
 
On an important note, throughout the prayerful celebration, the members of our school 
choir offered a harmonic variety of songs whose lyrics evoked feelings of peace-filled 
patriotism as we honored our nation’s heroes.  I would like to thank our Choir Director, 
Mrs. Karen Mullins for all the support she and our choir members offered on this day.   
 
And as a fitting conclusion to this day, a group of 30 students, parents and teachers 
traveled to Hebron to place 600 American flags along the gravesite of the Veterans 
whose final resting place is at the Springhill Memorial Gardens cemetery.  
 
We pray in thanksgiving for the selfless sacrifice that our Veterans give to our nation. 
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